Series – Dr. Luke’s Perspective on Jesus 

Text – Luke 5:12-26
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        EXTRAORDINARY THINGS
12 While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 13 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 15 But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 16 But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. 
17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 18 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 25 And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”
Introduction
1. We are set this morning to see some extraordinary things – actually two extraordinary stories, that conclude with two extraordinary results, and both stories have to do with Jesus’ extraordinary ability to forgive sins. 

2. Luke could have shared any number of encounters like these, but he chose these two, putting them together to drive home the point regarding Jesus’ desire and ability and authority to forgive sin. He uses a leper and a lame man to make his case.

3. In both stories, there is a clear demonstration of desperation – a realization, if you will, of how badly these two needed Jesus. So, what Luke is doing is showing us that until we see how desperately we need Jesus – especially His forgiveness for our sins, we will never believe who He is. Let’s take a look. Maybe we will see some extraordinary things about Jesus.
I.
THE STORY OF THE LEPER – AND THE NEED FOR CLEANSING (12-16)
 
A.
The desperate need expressed 
1.
The issue of leprosy – In Numbers 5 and Leviticus 13-14 we are told that lepers had to be put out of the community. They could not participate with others in gathered worship. They were isolated. They were outcasts. Luke says this leper “was full of leprosy.” Remember that Luke is the doctor. Leprosy as we know it today as Hansen’s disease, is not contagious, though it was thought to be. The reason for all the disfiguring, etc. is because the body’s warning system for pain is destroyed, thus the extremities, along with ears and eyes and nose, become numb. This man had not been able to feel for a long time, and was probably mutilated from head to toe and was foul beyond imagination. There was no cure. This man was destined to live a lonely life and die an ugly death. In desperation, he ignored the prohibitions dictated by the Law regarding his disease, and made his way to the only one he believed could help him.    
2.
The responses of the leper – When the leper saw Jesus he fell on his face and begged Jesus to help him. But even the way he addressed Jesus is instructive – “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” The leper didn’t doubt Jesus’ ability or authority. He just didn’t know if Jesus was willing to heal him. He doesn’t even really ask Jesus. He declares Jesus’ ability. This is an extraordinary demonstration of faith. How did Jesus respond? 
B.
The desperate need addressed 
1.
“Touched him” – If you were a Jew watching this unfold, surely you would be muttering or even shouting to yourself, “No, no, no, Jesus! Don’t touch him. You will be unclean!” It was assumed that leprosy was the result of divine judgment against sin (because of several OT illustrations of such). Until sin was confessed and forgiven, no healing would occur. And certainly no one would touch a leper because no one wanted to be ceremonially unclean!   
2.
But Jesus touches him as He speaks, “I will, be clean.” And Jesus doesn’t become unclean. Instead the leper becomes clean! Whatever damage may have been caused directly or indirectly by the disease was restored. This was an amazing demonstration of the authority of God! And now we get some explanation of what just happened.  

C.
The desperate need explained

1.
The command to go to the priests – There is a great contrast between Jesus and the priests. If a priest touched a leper, he would be declared unclean. Not Jesus. A priest could only pronounce the leper as clean or unclean. He could not cleanse the leper of leprosy – but Jesus could and did! According to Leviticus 13 and 14, when a leper was cleansed of leprosy and went to a priest, the priest could examine the former leper and declare him clean. An elaborate ceremony complete with sacrifices and offerings would take place over eight days, and then the former leper would be welcomed back into the community. That was a huge deal! But, remember, the priest couldn’t make the leper clean. So, what was all of this about? 
2.
Remember the connection between leprosy and sin and between cleansing and forgiveness. Drawing attention to leprosy, being clean and unclean, Jesus is making the case for spiritual cleansing, for the forgiveness of sin.  
3.
The withdrawal from the crowds to pray – Once again, Jesus withdrew from the people because He didn’t want people to believe that His primary mission was to heal people. He healed people to show that He was the promised Messiah; the OT prophesied that the Messiah would do this. Jesus was the Messiah. He healed and delivered people. He also healed to show His compassion for those who were suffering. God’s mercy and grace were demonstrated in this way. But mostly Jesus healed people to connect the dots toward a greater concern, that is, the need for forgiveness of sin and ultimate healing in the granting of eternal life! Healing was a picture of Jesus’ ministry of salvation. 
4.
The application for us – Whatever your need might be today – and there are likely dozens of serious, challenging needs present even in this room – but there is no greater need that any of us have ever had or ever will have, than the need to have our sins forgiven so that we might be granted eternal life. Without the blessing of the forgiveness of sin, no other blessing of God can be enjoyed. That’s the driving point of this story. 

5.
This man was desperate for Jesus. He begged Jesus out of a heart of faith, “if you will, you can make me clean.” For most of us here, He has done that! He has cleansed us of our sin and given us brand new life! That’s what Luke wanted his readers to see. In case we missed it, Luke tells us another story to show us again the need for forgiveness. 
II.
THE STORY OF THE PARALYTIC – AND THE NEED FOR FORGIVENESS (17-26)
A.
Expectations 
1.
Religious leaders – When Jesus was teaching, it was not unusual for the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law to be in the crowds. They wanted to hear what Jesus was saying. Their intent was not to learn what Jesus was teaching, but to catch Him saying something they could spin to show Him to be a false teacher. When Jesus healed people, that was a problem for them. They struggled to explain away what He did. And these miracles caused people to be attracted to Jesus and to listen all the more to Him. These religious leaders came from all over with the intent to shut Him down. But they were not the only ones present.
2.
The paralytic and his friends – There was a large crowd gathered listening to Jesus. Four guys had a friend who was paralyzed. They carried him to the place where Jesus was, but they couldn’t get anywhere close. So, they climbed up on the flat roof of the house and carefully removed some of the roof tiles and lowered their friend right in front of Jesus. They believed that if anyone could make their friend walk, it was Jesus. The Pharisees were expecting something they could use against Jesus. The crowd was expecting something good that might happen to them or their friends. The paralytic and his companions were hoping for a miracle healing. 
 
B.
Extraordinary expressions (four quotes)  
1.
“Man, your sins are forgiven you.” Why does Jesus say this? There is no hint that the paralysis was due to a specific sin. That’s not the point. But it certainly got a reaction!
2.
“Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  We can forgive someone who sins against us, but we cannot exonerate them before God. The Pharisees were absolutely correct when they said, “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (Luke loves to record those “who” questions about Jesus because he wants his readers to learn exactly who Jesus is)!  
3.
“Which is easier…?” What would your answer be? Neither is “easier.” I can’t heal a paralyzed person and I can’t forgive anyone’s sins before God either! And that is the point. Jesus can do both! The one that you cannot see (forgiveness of sins) is affirmed by what you can see (making a lame man walk). The miracle healing had a spiritual purpose. 
4.
“That you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…”  That was the point of the miracle and that was the reason Luke included it. The miracle was the visible affirmation that Jesus had the authority to forgive sins. Jesus was saying, “The reason I healed this man was to show you that when I say I can forgive sins, I can do it! I have that authority!”  Jesus is here claiming to do what only God can do. If Jesus is claiming to do what only God can do and then He gives an amazing demonstration of that ability, what is He claiming? He is claiming to be God! If you don’t see that, you are in the camp of the religious leaders! Such words were bound to get an immediate reaction! 
C.
Reactions

1.
The religious leaders – Luke doesn’t tell us what they did initially, but it doesn’t take any imagination to come up with an answer! They hated what He did and they sought all the more to take Him out! We will see that hatred grow in intensity as we continue to work out way through Luke. 
2.
The paralytic – When Jesus told the man to “rise, pick up your bed and go home”, he immediately did as Jesus commanded and as he went, he was glorifying God! 
3.
The crowds of people – They were amazed and they glorified God, and they were filled with awe – with wonder. “We have seen extraordinary things today.” They certainly had!
4.
The application for us – What do you think that might be for us? I conclude with a few ideas. 

Conclusion

1. If we don’t think we have a need, we will never see Jesus for who He really is. The Pharisees should have been on their faces before Jesus. They knew the OT. They knew what the prophet Isaiah said about the one who was coming, what He would do. And Jesus was doing exactly what the prophet said Messiah would do. Unlike the leper and the lame man, the Pharisees failed to see their need. They needed God’s forgiveness, but instead they stood in judgment over Jesus.
2. I like the conclusion of a sermon on this text by Ligon Duncan (May 17, 2009). I share that as the way I would like to concluded this sermon: My friends, every single one of us in here stands in desperate need of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins. He is the only One who can forgive those sins, because He is the Son of Man, God in the flesh, the Messiah of God come into this world to live and die for the forgiveness of our sins. And He is able to save to the uttermost those who will believe on Him, but if you do not think that you need Him…there's just no hope, is there? Because He's the only hope, and if you think you don't need the only hope, there's no other hope. And you may be thinking this morning, “But…you don't know the lines that I've crossed. I've already gone places in the Christian life where no Christian goes, and I've already done things in life that are not things that Christians do. And my sin puts me beyond the pale of what He can do. I’ll be ostracized; I’ll be rejected. If I come clean with who I am and what I've done, there's no hope for me.” And I’ll say to you, “Here's a leper, an outcast, and Jesus is touching him! He touches him. Jesus doesn't become unclean; he becomes clean. And here's a lame man who could never enter into the temple of the Lord, and Jesus says, “I forgive you. Rise up and walk.” And he goes away glorifying God. What's Luke telling you? Luke is telling you there is no one whose sin has put them beyond the reach of Jesus.
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